 Writing Assignment HUN 2201 

May be turned in earlier; 50% reduction in grade if turned in after due date. Upload draft before PR day. 

Purpose of this assignment: 
· Read and analyze a research article.
· Have the experience of writing about a research article for your peer professional group.
· Practice writing clearly and concisely as you will need to do in the medical record.
Warning: I am a very good proofreader, which means I will catch every mistake. I encourage you all to use the Writing Center (http://uwc.cah.ucf.edu/ ) to review your paper prior to the due date. This is especially true if English is not your first language. I know this sounds harsh, but I must grade the whole class the same, and cannot give special dispensation for those learning English as well as nutrition. 
Directions: 
1. Choose a topic from list provided on the Webcourse site, OR approve a topic with me beforehand. 
2. Use the provided citation.
3. Read the full text of the article. 
4. Do NOT turn in a copy of the article. Copy for your own study if it suits you, but do not turn in.
5. Acronyms: Would your professional audience know what it means? If in doubt, write it out the first time you use it. 
6. Grammar: 
a. Do not use contractions; this is a formal paper.
b. Do not end a sentence with a preposition (at, for, in, of, on, with… etc.)
c. RAVEN: Remember Affect is a Verb, Effect is a Noun
d. ‘Who’ is for people; ‘that’ is for things.
e. In relationship to, or X has a relationship to Y (not relations: that is for family & friends)

7. Do not copy sentences from the article and put quotes around them; write in your own words. 
8. Limit use of first person pronouns. Only use them to communicate how an action or a decision that you performed affects the outcome of the research. Instead of “I think the structure of the article is complex…” write “The structure of the article is complex due to …”. If you have not encountered this idea of limiting the use of first person pronouns in scientific writing, please check out this blog. In five minutes of reading you will have a good idea of why it is important: http://eloquentscience.com/2011/02/are-first-person-pronouns-acceptable-in-scientific-writing/ 
9. To reduce what Turnitin picks up, do not use the title of the article in your writing; you may create your own title for your paper. Do not copy whole phrases from article; 2-3 words in a row is the maximum. Rewrite the sentence in your own words; this is actually helpful to fully understand the article!
10. In your write up, answer these questions, in an informational format (remember, this is a WRITING assignment). Consider how to convey the important, relevant information in a clear, concise way (with paragraphs!) to the busy professional audience for whom you are writing. 

You might wish to think about this assignment from a future job standpoint. Your boss hands you the article, and says, “This looks good. Please take about 5 minutes of our next staff meeting and present the information in a one page summary.” While this might sound informal, you should write the paper formally. What if your boss likes what you did, grabs the paper and says, “I’m going to show this to the president of our facility!”
a. What is the purpose of the study, or why is the study being done - what is the objective? What are the researchers hoping to find out?
b. What information was previously not available in the literature that the study is trying to gather? In other words, why did the investigator receive funding to complete the study? (Not WHO funded it; that is irrelevant for this assignment.)
c. Who is the audience for the journal article? To whom does it appear the authors are writing?
d. Does the structure of the article help or hinder your understanding of the data? Thought of another way, would you recommend your peer audience (at the hypothetical staff meeting) to read the article, or is it too complex / confusing? State why, not just “This article is too complex.” 
(The answers for a – d are to be included in your paper, but should encompass LESS of the page than your discussion of what the article was about and the conclusion.)
e. What conclusion do the authors gather from their data? Remember that this is the information you want to be conveying to your colleagues so be sure to write it understandably.

11. Have draft ready (print on paper) for peer review (in class) on date shown in course schedule. Draft should take up most of a full page w/ normal margins when single spaced. However, to allow space for reviewers to write notes, double space (or 1.5) for peer review, which means the copy for peer review may approach two pages. Do not upload your final to Webcourses until AFTER the peer review is complete. 
12. How this ONE page paper should look when you submit the final version on Webcourses: 

Your unique title and actual citation of article (may be centered if you prefer). Citation may be at bottom.

(Your written part, in 11-12 point font. Please double space before uploading. It is fine for the result to cover two pages. Left & right margins can be from 0.6 to a whole inch, but not wider.) 

When the final version is uploaded to the assignment on Webcourses, do NOT include the rubric (below). It is a problem when assessed by Turnitin, as everyone has the same thing. 

	Evaluation (rubric)
	Points
	Yours

	(p) Purpose, (i) info not previously avail, (a) audience, (s) structure, (c) conclusion 
	25
	

	Extremely limited usage of same verbiage as in article; ie, no plagiarism (Turnitin score*). Generally, do not copy > 3 words in a row. 
	25
	

	Draft is uploaded to Webcourses before peer review time
	5
	

	Citation for article is shown
	5
	

	Peer review (assessed by your draft w/ peer reviewer comments AND signature)
	10
	

	Correct grammar, spelling; written clearly; no redundancy; limit 1st person pronouns.
	25
	

	Attended full class discussion (peer review day) 
	5
	

	Paper is too short (approximately only half the page)
	(-5)
	




*12% or less: full marks
13-19%: minus 3 points
20–25%: minus 6 points
26-30%: minus 9 points
>30%: minus 12 points 

(I reserve the right to modify these percentages a bit, based on how the whole class looks)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Prior to the peer review day, I will provide a document for you to print including all the possible article titles, & space to write a short synopsis for each that will be obtained from the class discussion that day. Expect that there will be a few questions from the articles on quizzes/ex/final.
